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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 00538 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OCON, NATO, MILI 

SUBJECT: FRG SUGGESTION FOR US LEASE OF GEPARDS 

REF: AMEMBASSY BONN 676 DTG 131551ZJAN78. 

1 . ON THE BASIS OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED REFTEL, THE 
SUGGESTED GEPARD LEASE APPEARS WORTH EXPLORING. TIMED PRO- 
PERLY, THE ARRANGEMENT OR EVEN AN ANNOUNCEMENT THAT WE ARE 
SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING IT, COULD IN ADDITION TO ITS INTRIN- 
SIC VALUE BE USED, IF NEEDED, TO EASE THE IMPACT OF A TANK 
GUN DECISION ADVERSE TO THE FRG OR SERVE AS AN "OFFSET" 

BARGAINING CHIP FOR HIGH COST US PROGRAMS SUCH AS PATRIOT. 

(OUR OBSERVATION ASSUMES, OF COURSE, THAT GEPARD IS NEEDED 
AND ADEQUATE TO COUNTER THE THREAT, THAT APPROPRIATE CONNEC- 
TION IS MADE BETWEEN GEPARD AND THE US DIVISION AIR DEFENSE 
GUN PROGRAM, AND THAT THE LEASE TERMS ARE REASONABLE.) 
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2. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THE US IS CONSIDERING PURCHASE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLES FROM THE FRG. THIS 
PURCHASE, TIMED PROPERLY, COULD ALSO PROVE AN EXCELLENT 
"OFFSET" FOR A US PROGRAM OR HELP MITIGATE AN UNPOPULAR 
(IN THE FRG) TANK GUN DECISION. WE WOULD WELCOME AN UPDATE 
ON THE STATUS OF THE VEHICLE PROJECTS. GLITMAN 
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